
Respondent Name 

Yakima County Republican Central Committee 

Complainant Name 

Sherry Bockwinkel 

Complaint Description 

Sherry Bockwinkel reported via the portal 
(Mon, 14 Oct 2024 at 10:59 PM) 
  
Washingtonians For Ethical Government (WFEG) alleges that the Yakima County Republican Central Committee failed to 
provide required sponsor identification when it recently printed doorhangers for distribution to voters in Yakima 
County.  These doorhangers contain the organization's logo and its website (www.yakima.gop) but not the necessary "Paid for 
by" disclosure with a physical address. WFEG believes this political advertising was created in either August or September of 
2024, and distributed in September of 2024.  
 
RCW 42.17A.320 states: 
 
"All written political advertising, whether relating to candidates or ballot propositions, shall include the sponsor's name and 
address...."  
 
The county party's doorhangers meet the definition of political advertising as established in the Public Disclosure 
Commission's guidance:  
 
"Political advertising is defined as advertising displays, newspaper ads, billboards, signs, brochures, articles, tabloids, flyers, 
letters, radio or TV presentations, or other means of mass communication, used for the purpose of appealing, directly or 
indirectly, for votes or for financial or other support or opposition in an election campaign." 
 
"'Mass communication' as referenced above is a message intended to reach a large audience through any of the methods 
described above as well as periodicals, sample ballots, websites, emails, text messages, social media, and other online or 
electronic formats enabling the exchange of communication. Sending 100 or more identical or substantially similar letters, 
emails or test messages to specific recipients within a 30-day period is an example of mass communication."  
 
And because this is printed material, a physical address must be included: 
 
"A sponsor's address is required for print ads and websites."  
 
A copy of the front and back of the doorhanger is enclosed.  
 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 
Failing to provide sponsor identification makes it more difficult for voters to discern who is trying to influence them and sway 
their vote. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 
Scanned copy of both sides of a Yakima County Republican Party doorhanger, found lying on the grass next to the sidewalk on 
Naches Avenue 

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them 
Yakima County Republican Central Committee 
PO Box 1583 | Yakima, WA  98907 
Phone: 509-972-0631 
 
Matt Brown, Chairman 
MattBrown.Chair@gmail.com 
509-834-8751 
 
Autumn Torres, Vice Chairman 
autumnjadet7@gmail.com 
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Bonnie Berg, Treasurer 
bkb185@hotmail.com 

Certification (Complainant) 
I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that information 
provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 






