
 
State of Washington 

PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COMMISSION 

711 Capitol Way Rm. 206, PO Box 40908  Olympia, Washington 98504-0908 
(360) 753-1111  FAX (360) 753-1112 

Toll Free 1-877-601-2828  E-mail: pdc@pdc.wa.gov  Website: www.pdc.wa.gov 
 

Memorandum 
 
To:  Public Disclosure Commission 
 
From:  Tabitha Townsend, Compliance Officer 
 
Date:  March 5, 2026 
 
Subject: Clinton Taylor Enforcement Hearing Memorandum: PDC Case 164100 
 

Allegations:  
 
PDC staff alleges that Clinton Taylor (The Respondent), a candidate for City Council of the City 
of Auburn, violated RCW 29B.25.090 and RCW 29B.25.100 (formerly RCW 42.17A.235 and 
RCW 42.17A.240) by failing to timely report contributions and expenditures on C-3 and C-4 
reports during the 2023 election. 

Case Background: 
 
 The Respondent was most recently elected to the City Council for the term of January 1, 

2024 through December 31, 2027 in City of Auburn 
 
 On May 16, 2023, the Respondent filed a declaration of candidacy with the Washington State 

Secretary of State for election year 2023.  On July 24, 2023, the candidate filed with the 
Public Disclosure Commission a Candidate Registration (C-1) for the Full Reporting option. 
The candidate sought the office of City Council Member and won the General Election. 

 
 On December 20, 2024 the Respondent was notified of the complaint and case being opened, 

via the email on file.  
 

 March 28, 2025 PDC staff sent a notification to the Respondent of the need for corrective 
action in relation to the PDC case 164100, to their official email and asked them to respond 
from their personal email. 

 
 March 31, 2025 PDC staff receive a response from the Respondent, from his personal email 

address.  
 

 PDC filer assistance staff start to assist the Respondent on April 17, 2025, to amend reports 
and report the loan, loan repayment and other issues identified during their review.   
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 PDC filer assistance staff was also assisting the Respondent in refunding and correcting an 

over limit in-kind contribution from Fast Signs in December 2023. The Respondent needed 
to refund the vendor $815.74 to come back into compliance with contribution limits, which 
were $1,200 per election the candidate appeared on the ballot, totaling $2,400. The amount 
given in-kind for signs by Fast Signs was a total of $3,215.74, over limits by $815.74. 

 
 The last communication received from the Respondent regarding this case was dated 

November 10, 2025, with the last report filed as of August 21, 2025 (report covering June 1, 
2025, through June 30, 2025, 110308554).  

 
 On February 10, 2026, PDC staff mailed and emailed the Respondent a Hearing notice 

regarding alleged violations of failure to timely report contributions and expenditures. This 
hearing notice was sent to the respondent’s email of record.  

 
 As of March 5, 2026 the Respondent has not amended or filed missing reports of 

contributions and expenditures. (Exhibit 1). 
 

 The Respondent has no prior violations of PDC laws and rules.  
 
Aggravating and Mitigating Factors: 
 
 The Respondent made several appointments with the filer assistance and enforcement staff 

and did not show or contact regarding missing appointments.  
 

Staff Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends the Commission find that The Respondent violated RCW 29B.25.090 and 
RCW 29B.25.100 (formerly RCW 42.17A.235 and RCW 42.17A.240) by failing to timely and 
accurately report contributions and expenditures, and: 
 
1. Assess the Respondent a civil penalty for a first occasion of a violation where the report was 

not filed before the date of the hearing per WAC 390-37-143, to be made payable within 30 
days of the date of the Order. The base penalty range for this fact pattern is $200 to $500 per 
report, and  

2. Require Clinton Taylor to file and amend all necessary C-3 and C-4 reports within 30 days of 
the date of the Order. 

 
Attachments: 

Exhibit 1: Report Filing Record as of March 5, 2026 
Exhibit 2: WAC 390-37-143 Penalty Schedule 


























